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The Case for Independence in the Organic Trade: Creating and  
Sustaining Business Enterprises that Provide Vision, Leadership  
and a Path to Succession

As the organic trade has experienced increasing consolidation under 
large, publicly-traded companies accountable to stock market returns, 
or to venture capital interests that may not be interested in the organic 
movement, we witness the disappearance of the visionaries who played 
critical roles in the creation of the organic trade from payrolls—a silencing 
of their progressive/ revolutionary voices that have lead on mission, values, vision to transform 
agriculture and achieve triple-bottom line returns—that are now required to adhere to parent 
company guidelines designed to protect their conventional holdings.

While the growth of organic into mainstream markets is essential to transformation of the food 
system, we contend that a continued evolution and success of the organic trade critically depends 
on maintaining a strong presence of privately held businesses in the mix, capable of participating 
unfettered in dialogue about how to maintain and express the values of embraced complexity, 
wholeness, transparency, and ethical behavior that brought us this far.

This day long intensive will focus on the experiences of organic trading companies that have held onto their 
private ownership, with guidance on how to walk the path of independence through 3 steps, 1) creating 
your business, 2) sustaining your business, and 3) passing the torch of your business to those who follow.

Speakers

• Tony Bedard, CEO, Frontier Co-op 
• David Bronner, Cosmic Engagement Officer, Dr. Bronner’s
• David Lively, VP of Sales & Marketing, Organically Grown Company
• George Siemon, CEIEIO, Organic Valley
• Keely Wachs, Communications Director, Clif Bar
• Stacy Kraker, Director of Communications & Marketing, Organically Grown Company
• Bená Burda, Founder and CEO, Maggie’s Organics/Clean Clothes Inc.
• Arran Stephens, Co-Founder and CEO, Nature’s Path

• Jyoti Stephens, HR and Sustainability Sr. Director, Nature’s Path

Who should attend?
Entrepreneurs 

considering business  
structures for their 

unfolding enterprises

Business Owners 
being courted for merger or 

acquisition or who are considering 
how to insure dynamic futures for 

their businesses

Thursday, February 2nd 
business Management Intensive

Registration Options & Pricing

Full Conference       $535
Thursday Only      $315 
Thursday/Friday     $390

Registration now open online! 
Deadline: January 20, 2017

Executives or 
Board Members  

working for 
independently- 

owned businesses

Highly Engaged 
Employees

looking for ways to 
influence ownership 

outcomes



FEBRUARY 2 - 4, 2017

Workshops
Networking
Trade Show

 Presented ByMN
  Oregon Tilth, Sustainable Food Trade Association, 
Organic Seed Alliance & Organically Grown Company www.organicology.org

A three-day curriculum like no other.

Imagine three days of education, inspiration, connection, and fun—that’s the core 
spirit of Organicology. We’ve organized this schedule so that you can maximize 
your time learning, networking and socializing in an exciting environment. 
Throughout the conference there are many breaks, social opportunities and 
celebratory events—all good for us and the planet.

2017
January 20, 

Deadline
Registration

Organicology is an interactive educational 
curriculum designed to advance organic trade 
knowledge. Seed producers, farmers, distributors 
and retailers, researchers and educators, chefs, 
food policy activists, and eaters of great food, all 
find topics of interest and sources of inspiration at 
Organicology! 

  #organicology  • @organicologists 

Thursday
Intensives
• Case for Independence in 

the Organic Trade 

• Business Management for 
Organic Vegetable, Seed 
and Grain Producers

• Natural Resources & 
Biodiversity Farm Tour

• Transition and Growth in the 
Organic Sector

• Creating a Resilient Business 
through Sustainable 
Practices

Research Poster 

Seed Swap

Keynote Mas Masumoto

Live Music Septimus

Friday
Workshop Tracks
• Business Management 

• Farm Management 
Strategies

• Growing the Organic 
Market

• Leadership

• Politics & Policy

• Produce

• Seeds

• Social Justice

• Sustainability

Varietal Tasting 

Keynote Eric Holt-Giménez

Live Music Karaoke From Hell

Saturday
All Day Trade Show
• Largest gathering of organic 

community members in the 
Northwest

• Discover, sample and take 
home hot new organic 
products  

Saturday Sessions
• Executing a Roadmap for 

Organic Seed Systems

• Sustainable & Organic Ag 
Policy in the next Farm Bill

• Future Organic Research

• Guidance to Assess your 
Sustainability Progress 

Keynote Nikki Silvestri 

Great Debates

Three Days of...
Education Networking Celebration


